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An	 individual	 is	 deemed	 to	 be	 solely	 resident	 in	 Guernsey	
during the year of charge if:
■	 they	are	Resident;	and
■	 they	are	not	in	any	other	jurisdiction	for	91	days	or	more	in	

that	year	of	charge	(“Solely Resident”).
An	individual	is	deemed	to	be	principally	resident	in	Guernsey	

during the year of charge if:
■	 they	spend	182	days	or	more	in	Guernsey	in	that	year	of	

charge; 
■	 they	 spend	91	days	or	more	 in	Guernsey	 in	 that	 year	 of	

charge and, during the four preceding years of charge, they 
have	spent	730	days	or	more	in	Guernsey;	and/or

■	 they	take	up	permanent	residence	in	Guernsey	in	that	year	
of	charge,	that	is	they	are	Resident	in	Guernsey	and	they	
are	Solely	Resident	or	Principally	Resident	in	Guernsey	in	
the	following	year	of	charge	(“Principally Resident”).

1.5 To what extent is nationality relevant in 
determining liability to taxation in your jurisdiction?

This is not relevant.

1.6 If nationality is relevant, how is it defined for 
taxation purposes?

This is not applicable.

1.7 What other connecting factors (if any) are 
relevant in determining a person’s liability to tax in your 
jurisdiction?

There are no other connecting factors.

1.8 Have the definitions or requirements in relation to 
any connecting factors been amended to take account 
of involuntary presence in (or absence from) your 
jurisdiction as a result of the coronavirus pandemic?

No.  The existing legislative provisions and guidance in place in 
Guernsey	have	proved	to	be	sufficiently	comprehensive	to	deal	
with such eventualities.

1 Connection Factors

1.1 To what extent is domicile or habitual residence 
relevant in determining liability to taxation in your 
jurisdiction?

Domicile and habitual residence are not relevant; only an indi-
vidual’s	residence	determines	whether	or	not	they	are	liable	for	
personal	tax	in	Guernsey.

1.2 If domicile or habitual residence is relevant, how is 
it defined for taxation purposes?

This is not applicable.

1.3 To what extent is residence relevant in determining 
liability to taxation in your jurisdiction?

An	 individual	 is	 liable	 for	 income	 tax	 in	Guernsey	 if	 they	 are	
resident,	 solely	 resident	 or	 principally	 resident	 in	 Guernsey.		
Alternatively, some qualifying individuals may opt to be taxed 
on	 Guernsey	 source	 income	 and	 pay	 a	 set	 fee	 in	 respect	 of	
non-Guernsey	source	income.

1.4 If residence is relevant, how is it defined for 
taxation purposes?

The	 Income	 Tax	 (Residence)	 (Guernsey)	 (Amendment)	 Law,	
2005	(the	“Tax Act”)	defines	resident,	solely	resident	or	princi-
pally resident in the case of an individual.
For	Guernsey	income	tax	purposes,	a	calendar	year	shall	be	

applied to determine the period of assessment.  This is referred 
to as “year of charge” by the Tax Act.
An	individual	is	deemed	to	be	resident	in	Guernsey	during	the	

year of charge if:
■	 they	 spend	91	days	or	more	 in	Guernsey	 in	 that	 year	 of	

charge; or
■	 they	 spend	35	days	or	more	 in	Guernsey	 in	 that	 year	 of	

charge and, during the four preceding years of charge, they 
spent	365	days	or	more	in	Guernsey	(“Resident”).
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2.7 Are there any arrangements in place in your 
jurisdiction for the disclosure of aggressive tax planning 
schemes?

There	are	none	in	Guernsey.

3 Pre-entry Tax Planning

3.1 In your jurisdiction, what pre-entry estate, gift and/
or wealth tax planning can be undertaken?

There are no donations, gift, wealth or inheritance taxes payable 
in	Guernsey.

3.2 In your jurisdiction, what pre-entry income and 
capital gains tax planning can be undertaken?

Before	coming	to	Guernsey,	an	individual	is	advised	to	review	their	
current tax position, i.e. rates, reliefs and allowances, and obtain 
professional	advice	as	to	how	that	will	interact	with	Guernsey.

3.3 In your jurisdiction, can pre-entry planning be 
undertaken for any other taxes?

No, it cannot.

4 Taxation Issues on Inward Investment

4.1 What liabilities are there to tax on the acquisition, 
holding or disposal of, or receipt of income from 
investments made by a non-resident in your jurisdiction?

Non-residents	are	not	subject	to	tax	on	Guernsey	source	income	
except for income arising from property or a business perma-
nently	established	in	Guernsey.

4.2 What taxes are there on the importation of assets 
into your jurisdiction, including excise taxes?

All	 goods	 imported	 to	Guernsey	 from	 outside	 the	 European	
Community may be liable for import duty.  The rates of duty 
vary according to the commodity imported.
Excise	duty	is	classed	as	an	internal	tax	and	is	set	in	accord-

ance	with	the	local	government	requirements.		It	is	chargeable	
on goods including tobacco, alcohol and fuel imported into or 
manufactured	in	Guernsey;	however,	Guernsey	does	not	charge	
VAT or the equivalent.

4.3 Are there any particular tax issues in relation to the 
purchase of residential properties by non-residents?

Document duty is payable on the acquisition of an interest in 
real	property,	 and/or	on	any	charge	 such	as	 a	mortgage	bond	
against real property, at the following rates:
■	 2.25%	 of	 any	 part	 of	 the	 value	 of	 the	 transaction	 not	

exceeding	£250,000;
■	 3.5%	of	any	part	of	the	value	of	the	transaction	exceeding	

£250,000	but	not	exceeding	£400,000;
■	 4%	of	any	part	of	the	value	of	the	transaction	exceeding	

£400,000	but	not	exceeding	£750,000;

2 General Taxation Regime

2.1 What gift, estate or wealth taxes apply that are 
relevant to persons becoming established in your 
jurisdiction?

Guernsey	 does	 not	 levy	 any	 donations,	 gift	 or	 wealth	 taxes	
during the lifetime of an individual or any inheritance taxes on 
death.

2.2 How and to what extent are persons who become 
established in your jurisdiction liable to income and 
capital gains tax?

If	an	individual	is	Resident	but	not	Solely	Resident	or	Principally	
Resident	 in	Guernsey,	 they	 are	 liable	 to	pay	 tax	on	 their	 total	
worldwide	income	including	any	non-Guernsey	source	income.		
A	Resident	may	elect	to	pay	a	standard	charge	of	£30,000	(the	
“Standard Charge”),	after	which	they	will	not	pay	tax	on	their	
non-Guernsey	source	income	but	will	still	be	liable	to	pay	tax	on	
their	Guernsey	source	income	excluding	bank	deposit	interest.		
The amount of the Standard Charge will be set off against the 
tax	liability	on	the	Guernsey	source	income.
If	 a	Resident	chooses	 the	Standard	Charge	 tax	option,	 they	

forgo their entitlement to any tax allowances, reliefs or deduc-
tions	available	in	Guernsey.
An	individual	who	is	Solely	Resident	or	Principally	Resident	is	

liable	to	pay	tax	on	their	total	income	including	any	non-Guernsey	
source income, subject to certain reliefs available.  They may elect 
to	pay	a	cap	of	£260,000	in	respect	of	all	worldwide	income	and	
£130,000	on	non-Guernsey	source	income.
There	are	no	capital	gains	taxes	in	Guernsey.

2.3 What other direct taxes (if any) apply to persons 
who become established in your jurisdiction?

There are no other direct taxes applicable.

2.4 What indirect taxes (sales taxes/VAT and customs 
& excise duties) apply to persons becoming established 
in your jurisdiction?

Customs and import duties are applicable on the importation 
of	goods;	however,	Guernsey	has	no	indirect	taxes	such	as	sales	
tax or VAT.

2.5 Are there any anti-avoidance taxation provisions 
that apply to the offshore arrangements of persons who 
have become established in your jurisdiction?

No;	however,	section	67	of	the	Income	Tax	(Guernsey)	Law	(the	
“Income Tax Law”)	may	be	applicable.

2.6 Is there any general anti-avoidance or anti-abuse 
rule to counteract tax advantages?

Section	67	of	the	Income	Tax	Law	contains	a	wide	anti-avoidance	
provision.
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6.2 Do the income tax and capital gains tax treaties 
generally follow the OECD or another model?

The	OECD	model	is	generally	followed.

6.3 Has your jurisdiction entered into estate and gift 
tax treaties and, if so, what is their impact?

No,	estate	and	gift	taxes	are	not	applicable	in	Guernsey.

6.4 Do the estate or gift tax treaties generally follow 
the OECD or another model?

This	is	not	applicable	in	Guernsey.

7 Succession Planning

7.1 What are the relevant private international law 
(conflict of law) rules on succession and wills, including 
tests of essential validity and formal validity in your 
jurisdiction?

The	 Inheritance	 (Guernsey)	 Law	 of	 2011	 (the	 “Inheritance 
Act”)	provides	a	testator	with	freedom	of	testation.
Section	20	of	the	Inheritance	Act	allows	for	a	will	of	real	estate	

to be made in the same document as a will of personal property.
For a will to be valid, it must be in writing and signed by 

the	testator	(or	by	some	other	person	in	his	presence	and	at	his	
direction)	in	the	presence	of	two	or	more	competent	witnesses	
and	the	testator	intended	to	give	effect	to	the	will.		In	terms	of	
the	Execution	of	Wills	(Bailiwick	of	Guernsey)	Law	of	1994,	a	
will is valid if it conforms to the laws of:
■	 the	territory	where	it	was	executed;
■	 the	territory	where	the	testator	was	domiciled	or	had	his	

habitual residence at the date of death;
■	 the	territory	where	the	testator	was	a	national;	or
■	 the	territory	where	the	real	estate	is	situated.

The laws of the jurisdiction in which the deceased was domi-
ciled	(lex domicilii)	at	the	date	of	death	governs	the	distribution	
of	the	property.		Insofar	as	dealing	with	real	estate,	the	will	must	
comply with the laws of the jurisdiction in which the real estate 
is	situated	(lex situs),	and	a	will	is	only	valid	insofar	as	it	does	not	
conflict with the laws of the jurisdiction where the real estate is 
situated.

7.2 Are there particular rules that apply to real estate 
held in your jurisdiction or elsewhere?

The	 Inheritance	 Act	 abolished	 the	 forced	 heirship	 rules	 (the	
“Rules”)	in	Guernsey.		An	individual	 is	therefore	now	free	to	
dispose of their real estate as they wish, whether on death or 
during	their	lifetime.		Prior	to	the	Inheritance	Act	coming	into	
force,	 the	Guernsey	 Rules	 would	 be	 applicable	 to	 both	 one’s	
personal estate and real estate.
Section	 5	 of	 the	 Inheritance	 Act,	 however,	 allows	 for	 the	

Royal	 Court	 of	 Guernsey	 (the	 “Court”)	 to	 make	 a	 judiciary	
testamentary adjustment for reasonable financial provision in 
favour of a dependant insofar as the will of a testator did not 
reasonably provide for them.
The	Law	Reform	(Inheritance	and	Miscellaneous	Provisions)	

(Guernsey)	Law	of	2006	abolished	discrimination	against	 ille-
gitimate persons.

■	 4.25%	of	any	part	of	the	value	of	the	transaction	exceeding	
£750,000	but	not	exceeding	£1,000,000;

■	 4.5%	of	any	part	of	the	value	of	the	transaction	exceeding	
£1,000,000	but	not	exceeding	£2,000,000;	and

■	 5.5%	of	any	part	of	the	value	of	the	transaction	exceeding	
£2,000,000.

There are no other capital property taxes with the exception 
of	rates	charged	by	each	Parish.

5 Taxation of Corporate Vehicles

5.1 What is the test for a corporation to be taxable in 
your jurisdiction?

A	company	is	treated	as	tax	resident	in	Guernsey	if	it	is	controlled	
or	incorporated	in	Guernsey	and	has	not	been	granted	an	exemp-
tion from tax.

5.2 What are the main tax liabilities payable by a 
corporation which is subject to tax in your jurisdiction?

Guernsey	 tax	 resident	 companies	will	 pay	 tax	 at	 the	 standard	
rate of 0%.

Companies that derive their income from banking, domestic 
insurance, fiduciary, insurance intermediary or manager busi-
ness, custody services by banks, investment manager services 
excluding collective investment vehicles, income from invest-
ment exchange, and income from compliance and other related 
activities provided to a regulated financial services business, will 
pay tax at the intermediate rate of 10%.

Companies that derive their income from trading activities 
regulated	 by	 the	 Channel	 Islands	 Competition	 &	 Regulatory	
Authorities, income from the ownership of lands and build-
ings,	the	importation	and/or	supply	of	hydrocarbon	oil	or	gas	in	
Guernsey,	or	large	retail	business	carried	on	in	Guernsey	where	
the	company	has	a	 taxable	profit	of	more	than	£500,000,	will	
pay	tax	at	the	higher	rate	of	20%.
Investment	 fund	 vehicles	 (companies,	 partnerships,	 unit	

trusts)	may	apply	for	exemption	from	tax	in	respect	of	income	
from	sources	outside	Guernsey.

5.3 How are branches of foreign corporations taxed in 
your jurisdiction?

A non-resident company is liable to be charged income tax on 
income	arising	or	accruing	from	Guernsey	source	income	under	
section	47G	of	the	Income	Tax	Law.

6 Tax Treaties

6.1 Has your jurisdiction entered into income tax and 
capital gains tax treaties and, if so, what is their impact?

There are full double taxation agreements with Cyprus, Hong 
Kong,	 Isle	of	Man,	 Jersey,	Liechtenstein,	Luxembourg,	Malta,	
Mauritius, Monaco, Qatar, Seychelles, Singapore, and the United 
Kingdom.	 	Partial	 agreements	 are	 in	 force	between	Guernsey	
and	Australia,	Denmark,	the	Faroe	Islands,	Finland,	Greenland,	
Iceland,	 Ireland,	 Japan,	 New	 Zealand,	 Norway,	 Poland,	 and	
Sweden.
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8.5 How are foundations/founders/beneficiaries taxed 
in your jurisdiction?

A	Guernsey	foundation	 is	 taxed	as	a	company	at	 the	standard	
rate	of	zero.		See	question	5.2.
A	founder	or	beneficiary	that	is	resident	in	Guernsey	will	be	

liable for tax on any distribution made to them from the founda-
tion.  See question 1.4.

8.6 How are foundations affected by succession and 
forced heirship rules in your jurisdiction?

As	per	question	8.3,	the	Rules	are	not	applicable	in	Guernsey.
Section 37 of the Foundations Law specifically provides that a 

Guernsey	foundation	or	a	disposition	of	property	to	a	Guernsey	
foundation	 shall	 not	 be	 invalid	 by	 reason	 that	 the	 Guernsey	
foundation or the disposition of property defeats a claim or right 
conferred on a person by way of foreign heirship rules.

9 Matrimonial Issues

9.1 Are civil partnerships/same-sex marriages 
permitted/recognised in your jurisdiction?

Yes, they are.

9.2 What matrimonial property regimes are permitted/
recognised in your jurisdiction?

There are no specific matrimonial property regimes applicable 
in	Guernsey.

9.3 Are pre-/post-marital agreements/marriage 
contracts permitted/recognised in your jurisdiction?

Pre-nuptial	 and	 post-nuptial	 agreements	 (the	 “Nuptial 
Agreements”)	 are	 commonly	 entered	 into	 between	 spouses.		
These Nuptial Agreements do not bind the Court; however, the 
Court will give due consideration to the Nuptial Agreements 
provided that it is reasonable and fair given the circumstances 
presented.	 	 In	 addition,	 the	 Court	 will	 look	 at	 whether	 full	
disclosure of assets was made and whether legal advice was 
taken prior to entering into the Nuptial Agreements.

9.4 What are the main principles which will apply in 
your jurisdiction in relation to financial provision on 
divorce?

The Court will consider all circumstances, including any Nuptial 
Agreements, in making a fair and just order for ancillary relief 
on divorce, with the starting position being an equal division 
of assets.  The Court has a wide discretion and may require the 
spouses to attend mediation before any Court proceedings.

10 Immigration Issues

10.1 What restrictions or qualifications does your 
jurisdiction impose for entry into the country?

As	at	November	2019,	if	an	individual	is	not	a	British	citizen,	or	
a	citizen	of	a	country	that	is	a	member	of	the	European	Union	

Where	 a	 person	 dies	 intestate	 to	 Guernsey	 real	 estate,	 an	
administration order may be granted by the Court to deal with 
such real estate.

7.3 What rules exist in your jurisdiction which restrict 
testamentary freedom?

The	Rules	applied	to	wills	executed	before	2	April	2012	unless	
the	 testator	declares	 in	his	will	 that	 the	 Inheritance	Act	must	
apply	(which	may	be	done	by	a	codicil	to	the	will).

The Rules in respect of personal property direct that:
1. if there is a surviving spouse and surviving issue, the 

surviving spouse is entitled to a statutory entitlement of 
one-third, the surviving issue are entitled to one-third 
jointly and the remaining one-third is freely disposable;

2.	 if	there	is	either	a	surviving	spouse	or	surviving	issue,	then	
they are entitled to one-half of the personal property and 
the remaining one-half is freely disposable; and

3. if there are no surviving spouse or surviving issue then the 
personal property is freely disposable.

In	respect	of	real	estate,	the	surviving	spouse	is	entitled	to	a	
right	of	enjoyment	over	one-half	of	the	testator’s	solely	owned	
property and the property may only be bequeathed to any one 
or more of the surviving spouse, children, grandchildren or 
step-grandchildren.

8 Trusts and Foundations

8.1 Are trusts recognised/permitted in your 
jurisdiction?

Yes,	trusts	are	recognised	under	the	Trusts	(Guernsey)	Law	of	
2007	(the	“Trusts Law”).

8.2 How are trusts/settlors/beneficiaries taxed in your 
jurisdiction?

When	there	is	a	Guernsey	trust	with	no	Guernsey	resident	sett-
lors/beneficiaries,	 the	 trust	 income	 is	 exempt	 from	 tax	unless	
the	income	is	Guernsey-sourced	(excluding	bank	accounts).
A	settlor	or	beneficiary	resident	in	Guernsey	will	be	liable	for	

tax on any distribution made to them from the trust.  See ques-
tion 1.4.

8.3 How are trusts affected by succession and forced 
heirship rules in your jurisdiction?

From	2	April	2012,	with	the	exception	of	valid	wills	made	prior	
to	that	date,	the	Rules	are	not	applicable	to	Guernsey	trusts.

Section 14 of the Trusts Law specifically provides that a 
Guernsey	trust	or	a	disposition	of	property	to	a	Guernsey	trust	
shall	 not	 be	 invalid	 by	 reason	 that	 the	Guernsey	 trust	 or	 the	
disposition of property defeats a claim or right conferred on a 
person by way of foreign heirship rules.

8.4 Are private foundations recognised/permitted in 
your jurisdiction?

Yes,	 under	 the	 Foundations	 (Guernsey)	 Law	 of	 2012	 (the	
“Foundations Law”).
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10.4 Are there any taxation implications in obtaining 
nationality in your jurisdiction?

No,	Guernsey’s	system	of	taxation	is	not	dependent	on	nationality.

10.5 Are there any special tax/immigration/citizenship 
programmes designed to attract foreigners to become 
resident in your jurisdiction?

Yes, including the open market residency system as described 
in question 10.1; the investor visa and entrepreneur visa routes 
(discussed	 in	question	10.2)	designed	 to	attract	 foreign	 invest-
ment,	expertise	and	talent	to	Guernsey;	and	the	favourable	tax	
regime	outlined	in	section	2.

11 Reporting Requirements/Privacy

11.1 What automatic exchange of information 
agreements has your jurisdiction entered into with other 
countries?

Guernsey	has	signed	approximately	60	tax	information	exchange	
agreements.

11.2 What reporting requirements are imposed by 
domestic law in your jurisdiction in respect of structures 
outside your jurisdiction with which a person in your 
jurisdiction is involved?

Guernsey	has	adopted	the	common	reporting	standard	(“CRS”),	
which	 is	 a	 standard	 developed	 by	 the	 OECD	 for	 the	 auto-
matic	exchange	of	financial	information.		Guernsey	also	imple-
mented local legislation regarding the US Foreign Account Tax 
Compliance	Act	(“FATCA”).

11.3 Are there any public registers of owners/beneficial 
owners/trustees/board members of, or of other persons 
with significant control or influence over companies, 
foundations or trusts established or resident in your 
jurisdiction?

The	 Beneficial	 Ownership	 of	 Legal	 Persons	 (Guernsey)	 Law	
came	 into	 effect	 in	 2017,	 whereby	 all	 Guernsey	 companies,	
limited liability partnerships and foundations are required to 
submit the required particulars of all beneficial owners to the 
Guernsey	 Registrar.	 	 This	 information	 is	 listed	 on	 a	 register;	
however, it is not a public register.

There is no public access to the register or disclosure of its 
information to local and foreign law enforcement agencies, 
financial	regulators,	intelligence	services	and/or	tax	authorities.

The required particulars include information such as name, 
nationality, date of birth, principal residential address, the date 
that the individual became a beneficial owner and the grounds 
on which they are considered beneficial owners.

(“EU”),	the	European	Economic	Area	(“EEA”)	or	Switzerland,	
they	will	require	a	visa	to	visit,	live	in	or	work	in	Guernsey.		In	
addition,	they	will	require	a	permit	or	a	certificate	to	live	and/
or	work	 in	Guernsey	 that	 is	 issued	 in	 terms	of	 the	Population	
Management	 (Guernsey)	 Law,	 2016.	 	 A	 certificate	 allows	 a	
person	to	live	and/or	work	in	Guernsey	without	any	conditions	
attached,	whilst	 a	permit	 allows	 a	person	 to	 live	 and/or	work	
in	Guernsey	 with	 conditions	 imposed.	 	 On	 31	 January	 2020,	
the	United	Kingdom	left	the	EU.		There	will	be	no	change	to	
the	status	of	EU	citizens	living	in	Guernsey	until	31	December	
2020.		The	EU	Settlement	Scheme	in	Guernsey	allows	for	EU	
citizens	 to	 apply	 for	 settled	 status	 or	 further	 permission	 to	
remain	after	31	December	2020.
Guernsey’s	housing	market	comprises	a	local	market	and	an	

open market.  An individual will require a local market licence in 
order	to	occupy	property	in	the	local	market	in	Guernsey.		Open	
market housing is a significantly smaller percentage of the total 
housing	in	Guernsey	compared	to	the	local	market.		However,	if	
an individual owns or leases an open market property then they 
can	freely	live	and	work	in	Guernsey.

10.2 Does your jurisdiction have any investor and/or 
other special categories for entry?

Yes,	Guernsey	offers	 immigration	routes	for	non-EU	passport	
holders via an investor visa and entrepreneur visa.  An indi-
vidual	is	eligible	if	they	are	over	the	age	of	18	years,	do	not	have	
a criminal record, rent or purchase an open market property 
to	live	in,	pass	the	English	language	proficiency	test,	and	have	
funds as described below available.

To apply via the investor route, the applicant must have £1 
million available and under their control, and further make an 
investment	of	at	least	£750,000	for	the	benefit	of	Guernsey.		The	
investment	may	range	from	a	Guernsey	bank	deposit,	purchase	
of a second open market property or any other opportunity 
approved	by	the	States	of	Guernsey.

To apply via the entrepreneur route, the applicant must invest 
£200,000	in	a	new	or	existing	Guernsey	company.		The	applicant	
must be involved in that company full time, have a controlling 
or equal interest in the company, and show that the company 
will	create	jobs	and	be	economically	beneficial	to	Guernsey.

10.3 What are the requirements in your jurisdiction in 
order to qualify for nationality?

The	 British	 Nationality	 Act	 1981	 extends	 to	 the	 citizens	 of	
Guernsey,	who	are	accordingly	“British	Nationals”.
A	person	living	in	Guernsey	may	apply	for	citizenship	if:

1.	 they	are	living	in	Guernsey	(or	the	United	Kingdom)	for	
five years or more; or

2.	 they	are	married	to	a	British	citizen	and	lived	in	Guernsey	
(or	the	United	Kingdom)	for	three	years	or	more.

In	both	situations,	the	United	Kingdom’s	citizenship	test	must	
be	 passed	 and	 the	 applicant	must	meet	 the	 English	 language	
requirements.
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Rupert Morris is a partner and head of Walkers’ Private Capital and Trusts team in the Channel Islands.  Based in Guernsey, he has almost 15 
years’ practice as a private wealth specialist focusing on all types of private client advisory and structuring work.
Rupert is qualified as a Guernsey Advocate (2010) and as an English Solicitor (2006).  In addition to his structuring work, he is recognised 
for his work as a contentious practitioner, appearing successfully before the Guernsey courts at all levels, with a particular specialty in trust 
variation and termination applications.
Recognised as one of the leading lawyers in his field in Guernsey, Rupert is also the current Chair of STEP Guernsey and has been elected by 
his peers as the Guernsey representative on the STEP Worldwide Council.
Rupert is instructed by many leading fiduciaries, financial institutions, government departments and UHNW individuals in respect of all 
aspects of local and cross-border advisory and structuring work, impact investment, charitable structures, and regulatory matters.
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Rajah Abusrewil advises fiduciaries, family offices and UHNWIs on all aspects of wealth structuring, specialising in Guernsey and Bermuda 
law.  Rajah has extensive experience both in private practice and in-house and has worked in London, Bermuda, the Cayman Islands and 
Guernsey, with over 15 years’ experience.
She has carved a niche as a leader in the field who specialises in advising international families and family offices on the establishment, 
administration and termination of trusts, foundations, family offices and related structures, including risk review and mitigation for cross-
border structures.
Taking a lead in Walkers’ international family office offering, Rajah regularly works with clients to create bespoke, tailored solutions for their 
family requirements.
Rajah qualified as a Barrister & Attorney in Bermuda in 2009 and as a Solicitor in England & Wales in 2005, is a full member of STEP and is on 
the Guernsey STEP committee.  She is requested regularly to speak on wealth structuring locally, in London and the Middle East.
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Nitrisha Doorasamy is a private capital and trusts lawyer with substantial in-house experience as a corporate trustee and fiduciary specialist.
Nitrisha is an associate in Walkers’ Guernsey Private Capital and Trusts team, specialising in non-contentious private client work, including 
drafting and the establishment of trust, foundation and family office structures.
She is an affiliate member of STEP who spent more than six years in the trusts team of a major South African banking group before moving 
offshore and joining Walkers in 2018.
Nitrisha’s practice is geared around supporting local trust companies and HNWIs on asset protection and succession planning issues.
She also works with Walkers’ Guernsey corporate law team on the intersection between trust and company law, and issues involving compa-
nies’ underlying trust structures.
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Walkers’ Private Capital and Trusts Group is a multi-jurisdictional team of 
specialist lawyers which focuses on serving the needs of wealthy families, 
entrepreneurs, family offices and family businesses, trustees, and their 
onshore advisers.
We have substantial experience advising clients on:

 � preserving private capital: using trusts, foundations and companies 
for a wide range of wealth planning purposes;

 � investing private capital: family investment funds, joint ventures and 
co-investing, and direct investing, as well as investing in real estate;

 � passing on private capital: estate and succession planning, wills and 
probate;

 � resolving disputes; and
 � regulatory laws.

Our team has true global connectivity: our lawyers advise on the laws of 
the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, Guernsey and Jersey and 
we coordinate our client services seamlessly across our offices in the 
Americas, Europe, the Middle East and Asia.
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